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“4Ps summer sessions keeping youth in school” 

 
A Good Practice on Youth Development Session (YDS)  

conducted in the barangay level during summer vacation  
of Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program  
children beneficiaries in Basey, Samar 

  
           CONTEXT:  
 

Education is necessary so that one will be able to graduate and find a job. Education 

facilitates learning, knowledge and skills are necessary to become competitive in life. It is 

the key to success and a door to several opportunities.  

The Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program is the flagship program of the national 

government on poverty reduction and social development. It provides cash grants to 

extremely poor households to improve their health and avail education. It invests in human 

capital to break the inter-generational cycle of poverty among poor households. The 

program seeks to answer The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in which to achieve 

universal primary education.  
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It also answers the Sustainable Development Goals to have quality education. Thus, 

education is a worldwide goal that needs to be achieved. 

In the Municipality of Basey, there were children beneficiaries who were found out to be not 

attending school upon monitoring and they were targeted to go back to schooling. Based on 

the data, Basey ranked as the 4th among the Municipalities in the Province of Samar with 

large number of not attending children. In Basey, far-flung barangays have the most 

numbered of not attending children. Barangay Palaypay which is located in Poblacion 

ranked as the 8th among the 51 barangays with highest number of not attending children.  

The numbers were alarming, thus interventions are needed in order to address the issue. 

Albert Luel Estojero was among the not attending children from Barangay Palaypay, Basey, 

Samar. Since his parents were not around to attend to him, he turned to his peers and was 

later stop his studies. Albert is the youngest child of Dominica and Anito Estojero. Dominica 

is determined that the only treasure they can give to their children is education, that is why 

Dominica and her husband are working hard and doing their best to sustain the needs of 

their children. Anito is a “pedicab” driver and a fisherman while Dominica sells the fish 

caught by her husband and also she accepts orders of “puto” since she knows how to cook 

“kakanin”.  

Albert was a regular student/pupil in 2015; however he stopped from school during the time 

that his father became sick. Both parents went to Manila for the medication of the head of 

the family that took them more than a year staying there and leaving the child in the custody 

of their relatives. With this situation, Albert became one of the out of school youth in the 

community. He is oftentimes with his friends roaming around the area and doing not so 

productive activities. Meanwhile, Albert’s father was not cured in Manila, thus they decided 

to go back in Basey and seek help from a quack doctor and found out that such illness was 

caused by so called “kulam” or balck magic. It was difficult for the family to encounter such 

experience. They are drained financially considering that they cannot longer work and they 

can’t provide the needs of Albert. Adding up to their concern was Albert’s being dropped out 

from school. They have so many dreams for Albert but feel hopeless because of 

unexpected circumstances. 

          
          IMPLEMENTATION: 

 
 
Pre-implementation 

 

The record was alarming considering the number of not attending children in the 

Municipality. Based on the Pantawid Pamilya database, there were about 8,030 eligible 

beneficiaries for education grant and yet around 10% of these children are not attending 

school. During the Family Development Session (FDS) planning, it was brought out that a 

separate session must be enforced to the children beneficiaries during summer break. A 

Youth Development Session (YDS) to be attended by children beneficiaries during summer 

break is necessary in order to encourage them to go back to school. 
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Implementation 
 

A Youth Development Session on the barangay level was conducted on the summer of 

2017 and 2018 to children beneficiaries. The importance of education was discussed during 

the YDS. Children participated in the workshops in which they were the one who identified 

the reasons of not attending, absences and drop outs as well as the importance of 

education. Among the reasons cited were peer pressure, early marriage, lack of 

attention/support from parents and lack/lost interest. The facilitators were the Municipal 

Links in which they process the answers from the children by giving emphasis to the 

importance of education.  

Youth Development Session (YDS) was conducted to the children beneficiaries of 

Barangay Palaypay on May 9, 2018. One of the attendees was Albert Estojero who is under 

the SI Target. He was among those who promised to enrol who later on continued his 

studies. He enrolled in June 2018 in Basey National High School as a Grade 8 student.   

          
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
  

 

 

 

 

Albert Luel from Brgy. Palaypay affirming his promise to enroll and be good in school (left)  

and Brgy. Sugponon (right) brainstorming during the workshop. 
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 Post-Implementation 
 

After each session, each child signed their commitment to continue their studies. 

Beneficiaries who were not attending were encouraged to continue their studies and submit 

Update Form with school certification. Those households with not attending children were 

constantly reminded to send their children back to school and submit Update Form.  

A Youth Development Session (YDS) was also conducted in high school facilities upon 

resume of classes. After the conduct of the activity, there were some who returned to 

school on 2018. Though the percentage is minimal, the activity in one way or another is a 

positive intervention that encouraged some children to continue their studies. 

 Results/Impacts 
 

Participation from different agencies could have brought a huge positive impact for those 

not attending children. Thus, convergence strategy needs to be fully executed to achieve a 

positive result. Youth Development Session (YDS) in the barangay level gains positive 

impact and ensures active participation from the children. Though, YDS in schools is 

necessary, children are more open in sharing their views and aspirations when YDS is 

conducted in their own barangay. Thus, Youth Development Session (YDS) must also be 

implemented during summer breaks in the barangay level.  

Lessons Learned 

Participation from different agencies could have brought a huge positive impact for those 

not attending children. Thus, convergence strategy needs to be fully executed to achieve a 

positive result. Youth Development Session (YDS) in the barangay level gains positive 

impact and ensures active participation from the children. Though, YDS in schools is 

necessary, children are more open to air out their views and aspirations in their own 

barangay. Thus, Youth Development Session (YDS) must also be implemented during 

summer breaks in the barangay level.  

         
  Implication for Replication 

 

The Youth Development Session (YDS) in the barangay level must be conducted during 

summer breaks to ensure that the children will be reminded on the importance of education 

and at the same time it is one of the best interventions that can be given to not attending 

children. In this way, those who were not attending might be encouraged by those 

previously not attending school children but decided to go back to schooling, realizing how 

important is education to attain their dreams in life and have a better future. 
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Appendix 

I. Albert Etojero’s commitment letter and Update Form 
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II. Photo Documentations  
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                  III. Basey YDS Documentation Forms  
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               IV. Attendance Sheets/ Profile of 4Ps Beneficiaries  
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